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AEC Chairman’s C1ty

visit begins tomorrow

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE & ALLAHABAD

The Secretary, Department
of Atomic Energy,
Government of India, and
Chairman, Atomic Energ
Commission (AEC), Dr Sekhar
Basu, is arriving at the Harish-
Chandra Research Institute
(HRI) on a two-day-long visit
begmnm%March 20. During it
he will deliver a popular talk on
activities of the department in
- the field of power, fuel cycle,
| discovery science and futuris-
tic researchvin frontier, tech-
* nologies and human®r&6ifrce
and development. The talk
would begin at the Institutes
auditorium at 11 am, Ravindra
Singh, its Registrar, said.
~_Born at Kolkata in West
Bengal in 1952 Dr Basu did his
schooling at the Ballygunje
Government High School,
Kolkata, and did his graduation
in mechanical engineering

from the Veermala Jijabai
Technology Institute,
University, Mumbai, in the
year 1974. Thereafter, he did a
year-long training programme
in nuclear science and engi-
neering at the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC).

Dr Basu started his career
by joining the BARC in Reactor
Engineering Division in 1975
where his initial assignments
were in designing fuel for boil-
ing water reactors. In 1988 Dr
ansfer f

bility of bulIdlng Indias first
compact pressurised water
reactor powered by enriched
uranium which he is reported
to have accomplished in 2006.
He continued his work to com-
mission India’s first shore-
based nuclear submarine
propulsion plant. In 2000 he
became the Chief Executive

Officer of the Nuclear Re:cycle:u
Board and is reported to have
played a vital role in establishs
ing the nuclear recycle plant in
Kalpakkam, Tarapur ands
Trombay. He is also credited,,
with the setting up of the
India-based Neutrino
Observatory in Theni, Tamil,,
Nadu. In June 2012 he took
over as the Director of BARC,
Dr Basu has represented,
India at various interpational ,
agreements  such  ag

. Arrangements and Procedures,.

agqeement with. thg Usa
* Government for reprocessing
of US hypothecated fuel. He
was a member of the Indian
delegation to the Spent Fuel
Management Conference
organised by the International,
Atomic Energy Commission at
Vienna. He was also the
Chairman of the International
Thermonuclear Experlmental
Reactor Programme. :




‘Eco-friendly nuke
power better than
 fossil fuel

Times NEws NETwoRK

Allahabad: The chairman of
the atomic energy commis-
sion and secretary to the de-
partment of atomic energy,
Dr Sekhar Basu has pointed
outthe pollutingnature offos-
sil fuel for power generation
and role of nuclear power in
minimising the impact on en-
vironment. He was on a two
day visit to Harish-Chandra

Dr Sekhar Basu has
pointed out the pollut-
ing nature of fossil fuel
for power generation
and the role of nuclear
power in minimising the
ill effect on environ-
ment. He was on a two-
day visit to Harish-
Chandra Research In-
stitute in the city

Research Institute (HRI) of
thecity.

Interacting with the se-
nior scientists of the insti-
tute, the senior official tou-
ched on a wide variety of ar-
eas where nuclear science is
of importancetothe country.

He discussed the popular
misconceptions about radi-
ation from nuclear power in-

stallations, pointing out that
the natural radiation that
each of usreceive per year is
several times what one would
receive by living near a nucle-
ar power plant. In contrast to
damage, he highlighted how
radio isotopes play a crucial
role in medicine, particularly
affordable cancer treatment
in development of bacteria
resistant crop varieties and
inindustry.

He also emphasised that
thereisahighly developedin- :
digenous technology in the
nuclear sector and power gen-

eration cangetaboostif more

uranium were to be available,
either from sources currently
being explored in India, or :
from abroad by mechanismof :
nuclear deal. _

He also informed that the
department of atomicenergy
is also participating in sever-
al major science projects
which include the MACE
gamma ray telescope at Han-

le, the Indian Nuclear Ob-

servatory (INQ), two acceler-
ators under construction at
Vishkapatnam and Indore,
and an Indian gravitational
wave detector is under con-
sideration. Each of these has
the potential to make major
discoveries. The official was
keen that the students of to-
day become aware of the fun-
damental science that can be
done with them.
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